
April 14, 1970 

Dr. Fred L. Soper 
4104 6loorprry street 
Chevy Cha6e. Haryla6d 20015 

Dear Dr. soper: 

I very much appreci8te your critic8l and conatruetlve c-m. sow of th% 
fault8 of the piece6 I had written I might rhrug eelde a6 Inevitable in such 
an abbreviated article, bat it ir certainly true that there were several 
matters on which I had UD firmrfficluntly charp focue, and I was quite delighted 
to be brought short cm them. 

A newspaper colwm doe6 not allow much latitude for cortectioar of detail, 
but I will ahottly be prepardng 8 met of my colmma~ for publlicatton in book 
form. Would you be agreeable to my incorperatfag part of your letter as a 
corrective comment? 

Might I urge you to writa you the "Textbook" ou yrllow fever for which you would 
he 6o uniquely qualified? I find that wa are In a very ml1 minority to share 
an urgent eonem about the recrudescence of mjor epidemics, and I think It is 
most vital to reamkem the intereat of a brooder community on these matters. 
The relative oflenca of the public health officidtdoaP ha6 generated a very per- 
vasive but, I think w6 must both agree, a totally unwarranted sense of cotnpla- 
cency . 

I am mre th6re mulst be ma6y people who would welcome, a6 much an I, an authort- 
tatlve expoeltiou at a semi-technical level, like that of your lettar. 

ths Aedes aemtl In fact been literdtjheradicated in Mexico or in Braril? 
I m&e grateful if you could point me to the spproprlate lfteruture to 
substantiate eradlcatfou to a level of rigor euch that one would insist that 
any specSm&r~ wa6 necessarily a reintroduction. I offar this commeut in all 
innoaance - Some of my ecologic8l frienda have %Q6i6ted to me that no inver- 
tebrate pest had ever been inteutionally eradicated over a significantly large 
araa. Do you see any prospect of getting sufficient cooperation from the other 
hold-out6 in am-i around the Caribbean to warrant a final conclusive effort on 
our own tertitory? 

Yours sincercsly, 

Jo6hua Lederbarg 
Profasaror of Genetic6 
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P.S. I ua&ld be very pleased were you to recaet your lettsm to me in the form 
of a letter to the editor of the Ueehiwton Post, vhich 6hould have 8 high 

probability ef being accepted for publication in what $6, as you knm, M influ- 
a%t%al cmmuuity. It would even be glad to b6 th6 rtslking horse far a public 
expreeeiou of the mute criticins you were courteous euough to rmd me prfvately; 
other6 mhht b6 confured into believing that this wae a polemic, however, cud 1 
think you could m&e the came pointe even more effective by describing them ae 
an amplification of the remarks in my om column. Specs is au eteruel problem, 
and a piece uot longer than my owu column would stand the most chance of being 
taken up for publication. 

Joshtaa Lederbeq 


